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On Saturday, October 8, 2022 the 1st annual Intertribal Water
Gathering was held. The purpose of the gathering was a call out
for all peoples to gather with indigenous peoples to join in
honoring the blessing of water and to restore the sacred flow. 

In addition to planning for the Intertribal Water Gathering, a call
was also sent out to elders to join in council to strengthen
intertribal relations, and discuss water and water concerns with
the intention of expressing a proclamation to all peoples. 

Proclamations are historically Indigenous in nature and were
widely used in Mesoamerica as part of the oral expression to
capture the peoples’ attention, and are statements. These
statements are intended to be shared and to continue to be
passed down from generation to generation.



The council members of the 2022 1st Intertribal Water Gathering
Council come from across Turtle Island and are:

Nighthawk (Kentucky)
Cherokee Heritage, keeper of ceremony and traditions for the Ohio Valley
Native American Veteran Warrior Society. He provides prayer, and ceremony
guidance, wisdom for the Intertribal Water Gathering.

Roger Willie (New Mexico)
Dine (Navajo) Heritage. He is the Official Ambassador of the 1st Intertribal
Water Gathering and is instrumental in helping expand the vision of helping
bring clean drinking water to Indigenous communities. He is a renowned
actor, artist, and teacher.

Grandmother Nancy Andry (Connecticut)
Algonquin and French Heritage. She is a Sundancer and Sacred Pipe
carrier. She is a keeper of the water ceremony and Instrumental in sharing
the Ancient Algonquin water song, which is the official song of the Intertribal
Water Gathering.

Kawika Alfiche (San Francisco)
Kumu Hula Elder and keeper of the sacred traditions for the Hui Kaululehua,
who focus on preserving, protecting and perpetuating Hawaiian Culture.
Kumu was one of the first to accept the invitation of being on the council,
and will share his knowledge, teachings, and insights on water.

Rev. C.J. Wright (Kentucky)
Cherokee Heritage. She is the director of the Rainbow Spiritual Educational
Center. She works to facilitate holistic spiritual awareness and wellness
through education, and celebration. She has been involved in sharing and
recognizing water for its sacredness and has been teaching on it for many
years.

Dolores White (Kentucky)
Is the president elect of the Kentucky Nurses Association (KNA). She is an
assistant Professor at Northern Kentucky University. She has been a
registered nurse for 26 years and has worked in a variety of nursing and
academic positions. She represents the KNA who has worked and
collaborated with Water with Blessings to bring attention to water disparity in
the state of Kentucky and water disaster relief.

Kentucky is the land of many waters, Kentucky has more
navigable miles of water than any other state except Alaska. It is
fitting that Kentucky is the place to initiate the gathering of peoples
in honor of the many waters that flow within, and through the state
as a representation of all the waters from Mother Earth.

The council began with a water ceremony initiated by Night Hawk
and Grandmother Nancy. The Four Directions co-mingling of
water ceremony consisted of water being brought by the elders



(representing water brought from the Four Directions) into a
copper vessel (representing the Earth).

Kentucky water was the first to enter the vessel. The water was
drawn from Chenowth Creek found in Jeffersontown Veterans
Memorial Park, the site of the Intertribal Water Gathering. Water
from the Four Directions was gathered, and  co-mingled with
water brought from both sacred, special sites and from the council
members' place of origin. In the ceremony, the water was
collected into the copper vessel. Prayers were offered by all in
attendance in honor of water, and the blessings of kinship, that all
may flow freely unto all.

The water collected included water from:

San Francisco
New Mexico Canyon Water
Connecticut 
Ireland - St Ann’s Well 
Lake Michigan - Walk for water rights with 3100 people
Louisville Ky - Blessed water from women's Wisdom circle
Georgia - Tybee Island (Atlantic Ocean)
Pineville Ky - Spring water from a cave (mountain)
Springfield MO - James River
Zuni Reservation - Zuni river
Mecca, Saudi Arabia -ZamZam Hagar’s Well
Chicago -Water ceremony at peace fire
Michigan- Kitch ‘M’ Kipi Sacred Springs

Once the ceremony was completed the water was poured back
into the ground to renew Mother Earth. 

The following is the proclamation derived from the knowledge and
wisdom set forth by the Water Council: 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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Whereas: Indigenous ways of knowing are distinct and encompass
broader affirmation that encompasses a complex and diverse world view,
relationships, and lived reality. Indigenous ways of knowing help to
educate people through the vast variety of knowledge that exists across
diverse indigenous communities. Ways of knowing have been present in
and through indigenous peoples of the past, present and will be given to
the future generations. Ways of knowing are commonly steeped in a deep
respect for the land and necessity of a reciprocal relationship with the
land. 

Whereas: Water is life, it is the sustaining gift on Mother Earth, and
through water we are all interconnected with all living beings, the five
finger, the four legged, the feathered ones, the creepy crawlers, the
swimmers, all living creatures and living plants. Water is the life blood of
Mother earth, and as such cleanses not only herself but all living beings. 

Whereas: Human beings (we the people) are composed of
approximately 50-75% water. We began our existence in time, in water in
the wombs of our mothers and are born onto the earth through water.
Throughout our lives, water sustains us, flows between us, within us, and
replenishes us. No matter where people reside, or what one does for a
living, one's beliefs or one's age all must have water in order to sustain
life. Water is a universal right to all peoples of all nations.

Whereas: Water is sacred, it is distinct unto itself, it manifests in
many forms. It has memory, It carries ancient properties, as it has been
with Mother Earth long before we the people emerged. Water can give us
spiritual teachings, it cleanses not only our bodies but our souls. It
refreshes and revives our very being. It is the home of many living things
and it contributes to health and wellness. 

Whereas: Water itself is in danger, more and more we see and
acknowledge that there is a lack of clean water upon the earth.
Waterways, aquifers, and wells are drying up. Water is being polluted by
chemicals and agents that leave water undrinkable and unsafe for all
living creatures. Water is disrespected, and therefore the life blood of the
earth is in danger. It is essential that we address the dangers. It is
essential that we take action. We must join voices in order to provide a
livable environment for the next 7 generations. The concerns with water,
with the land, and all creation are interconnected. Everyone has a
responsibility to be good relatives to the earth. 

Whereas: We recognize that there is a prevalent thought that has
permeated all peoples, that of usership, and only viewing water and other



aspects of the earth as a commodity. This has caused an imbalance and
is harming the natural world and all around it. We must return to a balance
and a relationship to the natural world. We must all seek connection in
order for us to be able to change and appreciate the gifts given to us all.
While technology is not bad unto itself, technology can be a barrier and
hindrance in one's ability to connect with nature. Nature and the people
must connect without technology.  We ask that everyone look within
themselves and mindfully find ways to honor water in small ways. Think
about how water is used in one's family, work and personal environments.
Take a moment every day to appreciate water and its relations to us and
Mother Earth.
We ask all to become water keepers, to share in the indigenous ways of
knowing about water, and our relationships. We ask all to continue to
share what they have learned and put into practice in small ways. One
drop of water can be an ocean. 

Thank you.

The Inter Tribal Water council, hereby set forth this proclamation to all
peoples on  October 8, 2022

If you would like to join your name in
solidarity with this Proclamation, 

Please click the link below.
Click to sign in solidarity with the Intertribal Water Council

 ADVOCATES CORNER
THANK YOU!

We are grateful for the many people who made the InterTribal Water Gathering such a
success last week. Our thanks especially to all Advocates who staffed tables, moved
boxes, and greeted the many participants during the four days. This event provided a new
opportunity for participants to become familiar with Water With Blessings and our mission
of clean water for all people.

Thanks to Advocates that have helped prepare, pack, and transport water filter kits for
Eastern Kentucky. Your efforts have helped us surpass 1,000 filters for families in affected
communities working hard to rebuild their lives after summer flooding and destruction.


