
                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Fault in Our Stars 

-John Green 

The Fault in our stars is an award-wining author John Green’s most ambitious and heart-

breaking work yet, brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling and tragic business of being alive 

and in love. 

This is a story about two teenagers, both battling terminal health conditions, who fall in love with 
each other. 
Hazel Grace is 16 and is hesitant to go to the support group, but she soon realises that it was not 
a bad idea. Hazel meets a young boy named Augustus Waters. He is charming and witty and a bit 
annoying sometimes. Augustus has had osteosarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer, but has 
recently had it all clear. 
The first meeting of Hazel and Augustus cannot be called as a firm foundation of their friendship 
as she gets a bit annoyed of him as he can be insensitive sometimes. But also likes him as he 
makes her laugh like no one else. Of course, We love the person who can make us laugh, don’t 
we? 
Hazel and Augustus embark on a roller coaster ride of emotions, including love and sadness while 
searching for the author of their favourite book. They travel to Amsterdam in search of Peter Van 
Houten the author of An Imperial Affliction. While on their trip, Augustus breaks down some 
heartbreaking news to Hazel which slowly makes her happiness fade and make both of their 
worlds fall apart. She realizes she can’t hold onto him forever but she definitely can hold onto the 
most beautiful memories of her and Augustus forever and always.  
“You gave me a forever within the numbered days, and I’m grateful.” 
The character of Augustus Waters struck me the most. His charming witty personality with a 
wicked sense of humor added smiles to my face contrasting the otherwise gloomy storyline. My 
favourite trait of his is how he can make someone laugh sometimes without even trying. He 
definitely knows how to live life to its fullest. 
If you enjoy young adult books, full of witty humor and heartbreaking events, this book is 
perfect for you. Expect to laugh, cry and smile throughout this masterpiece by the 
amazing John Green. I highly recommend reading this book.  
 
Thank You. 
 
         Bryncia Menezes (VIII C) 
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THE LOST SYMBOL. 
                                                          ~ Dan Brown 

 

‘Sometimes, all it takes is a tiny shift of perspective to see something familiar in a totally new light.’  

                  Imagine the scene: a mysterious temple.... Its entrance guarded by massive stone pillars. Inside, 
strange symbols, ancient inscriptions and mystical numbers that lead to a room shaped like a pyramid; with 
an eye that points towards the heaven and in centre of the floor, a massive altar. It sounds like a work of 
fiction, and it does come from one – the opening scene of Dan Brown’s novel, ‘The Lost Symbol’. 
Dan Brown is an American author best-known for his Robert Langdon novels. His novels are 

treasure hunts that usually take over a period of twenty-four hours – ‘The Lost Symbol’. Though 

this book falls under the fictional category, Brown makes a claim that all the rituals, organizations, 

artworks and monuments exist. The central theme of this book is mainly related to topics such as 

history, religion, art, symbology and architecture. 

                 The main character of the book – also one of my favorites is Robert Langdon. He is a 

Harvard University professor of art and symbology. Robert, who is also known to have an eidetic 

memory, was tricked into visiting The U.S. Capitol, which he thought that he was there to give a 

lecture. But, he is wrong. Within minutes of his arrival, a shocking object is discovered. It is a 

gruesome invitation into an ancient world of hidden wisdom. When Langdon's mentor – Peter 

Solomon, a well-known historian, prominent mason and a billionaire philanthropist – is kidnapped, 

Langdon realizes that his only hope of saving his friend’s life is by accepting this mysterious 

summon. It takes Robert on a breathless chase through Washington’s dark history. 

One of the lines that stood out to me from the book is: “The more man leans, the more he 

realizes that he does not know.” 

                    I would definitely recommend this book to all the history-enthusiasts as this book is 

majorly about the history of Washington D.C. Those who like thrillers may also find this book 

interesting as it is filled with mysteries which are later decoded. I hope that you all will find this 

book interesting as much as I did.  

Thank You! 

                                                                                                      Nidhi Ajitkumar Pillai (IX C) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                               Danny, The CHAMPION of the WORLD 

                                                                                                         -Roald Dahl 

 

 

”A stodgy parent is no fun at all;What a child needs and deserves is…….A Sparky parent.” One 

who can indulge within their child’s curiosities while at the same time, teaching them valuable 

lessons.  

”Danny, The CHAMPION of the WORLD”, is a wondrous book written by Roald Dahl. It is his 

most prized books, because, it portrays this..special bond between a Father and his Son. How 

each of them is willing to sacrifice anything for the other. That, even though there is no mother 

present in the boy’s life, the Father can provide the same love a mother can, if not more. Danny, 

an arguably adorable, charming, courageous and brave boy; lives alone with his Father, William. 

An interesting, sparky man full of surprises. Together they live in an old caravan and work at 

William’s filling station at day. On Danny’s 9th birthday however, He discovers that his father has 

secrets. Secrets that are dark….dangerous…and illegal. His Father is a poacher. Poaching 

pheasants in the dark at Hazel Woods. The land owned by the least favourite person in all of 

town..Mr Hazel.  

But what had the man done to deserve the duo’s ire? Well…Mr. Hazel had purposely dug up a 

24mt deep to which the unfortunate victim was William, who broke his ankle in the process. 

Enraged by Mr. Hazel’s Childish Behaviour, Danny devised a plan which would then be 

recognized as the greatest mission in the History of Poaching. 

Danny and his Father bagged a 128 pheasants just before a huge upcoming poaching party at Mr 

Hazel’s by drugging the pheasants through raisins, stuffed with sleeping powder….  

“Dream, My love; are very mysterious things. They float in the night air like clouds, searching for 

people sleeping”, let us use our imagination  to indulge in this thrilling story. This book allows 

readers to use their imagination to their fullest capabilities while also displaying some certainly 

unique drawings. With comedy, thriller, drama and a bitttt of suspense, readers will find 

themselves completely engrossed! My favourite character in this book has to be Mrs. Clipstone. 

An ordinary woman who plays a major role in securing the pheasants while at the same time, 

being the literal definition of comedy. The reason I chose this book is because of it’s insane and 

unique plot with easy to understand writing. Roald Dahl is an author known for his writing style 

which is so simple, that anyone no matter their standing point in English can understand it.   

I highly recommend this book, “Danny, the CHAMPION of the WORLD” to all my young readers 

out there, especially to those who’d enjoy a hearty laughter when reading. That is all, thank you for 

listening.  

 

Thank You.   

      Nikita Pinto (VIII C)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

  

 



Wings Of Fire 

 Tui T. Sutherland 

 

Good morning respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends. I am Riya Dalvi from Class VII 

C. Today I am going to speak about a wonderful book: ‘Wings Of Fire’. We all know of the ‘Wings 

Of Fire’ by our former President, respected scientist Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. BUT I am going to 

speak about ANOTHER wonderful book of the same name! It has been written by an American 

author – Tui Sutherland, and it is a fantasy series about dragons. 

Albert Einstein has said: 

“Knowledge is limited. But imagination encircles the world.”  

The Wings Of Fire series boosts your imagination, ignites your mind, and transports you into a 

different world altogether. 

There are seven tribes of dragons residing in a continent called Pyrrhia. Each tribe is ruled by a 

Queen. These tribes are – SandWings from the desert, MudWings from the swamps and marshy 

lands, SkyWings from the mountains, SeaWings from the seas and oceans, RainWings from the 

rainforest, IceWings from the north Arctic region, and NightWings, whose native land is not known. 

However, when a SandWing Queen named Queen Oasis is killed by a human, her daughters 

namely Burn, Blister, and Blaze ally themselves with the other tribes and fight for the throne. The 

war lasts for many years, but there is hope. There is a prophecy stating that five dragonets will 

hatch together and will end the war and choose a SandWing Queen. 

Wings Of Fire is full of thrilling sequences and events, and there are many twists and turns which 

keep the readers guessing as to what will happen next. Of course, there are the dramatic 

elements of friendship, betrayal, suspense, humour, action etc. which makes it a very interesting 

read. 

As for me, I have read all the fifteen books in this thrilling series. Hope you do so too! Happy 

reading! 

-Thank you- 

                                                                                                                 

     Riya Dalvi (VII C)            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL 

- Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen 

 

Scenario: One night, as I and my brother were returning home from a Birthday party, we happened 

to see an old couple sitting on the street begging for food. I felt very sad, and wanted to help them, 

but my brother ignored them. I asked my brother to stop and help them, but he said that there are 

many people who keep begging on the streets like this, and it doesn’t make difference, to help this 

one couple. When I told my mother what happened, and asked her what she would do, she smiled 

at me. She handed over a book to me and said I would get my answer in this book by reading a 

story named, “One at a Time”. 

About the Book: The awe-inspiring book that I am referring to is called “Chicken Soup for the 

Soul”  

Hmmmmm Chicken Soup……sounds yummy right? 

On a serious note, this book is a beautiful compilation of short and meaningful stories that will make 

you laugh, cry, and teach some important lessons in life. This book consists of inspirational true 

stories about ordinary people having extraordinary experiences. 

Authors: Co-authored by Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen, No. 1 New York Times 

bestselling authors, this book comprises of beautiful life experiences that are very inspirational and 

motivating. Many of the stories are from members of the audience, who were the witness of their 

inspirational talks. 

After the success of their first book, Canfield and Hansen, published similar Chicken Soup for the 

Soul titles - Chicken Soup for the Cancer Survivor's Soul, Chicken Soup for the Cat Lover's 

Soul, Chicken Soup for Every Mom's Soul, to name a few.  

Yet another book from the series is Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul - an ideal book for a 

teenager with stories that they can relate to. Since I just stepped into my teens last month, I think 

this book would be the right choice to read. 

Have you ever wondered why Jack Canfield and Mark Hansen named their first book as Chicken 

Soup for the Soul. Jack Canfield visualized the image of his grandmother's Chicken Soup, and 

remembered how she told him, it would cure anything. The book would have the same healing 

powers as that soup, but not for the body—for the soul. They wanted to soothe and provide 

comfort, just like their grandmothers’ cooking and that’s why the name Chicken Soup for the Soul. 



The Plot: The story “One at a Time” took place on a deserted Mexican beach at sunset. A local 

native was seen picking something and throwing it out into the water. A viewer was watching this 

scene and as he approached closer, he noticed that the local native was picking starfish and 

throwing them back into the ocean. He was puzzled and asked the local native, why he was 

throwing the starfish into the ocean. So, the man replied that he didn’t want them to die due to lack 

of oxygen. The viewer agreed that it was a good deed, but he said that it would be impossible to put 

so many starfish back into the water as there were thousands of them. The viewer said that it doesn’t 

make a difference. Hearing this, the local native smiled, and continued what he was doing. He bent 

down, picked up yet another starfish and threw it back into the water, and replied “Made a difference 

to that one”. 

Conclusion: Yes my dear friends, I now understood what my mother wanted to convey through this 

book, especially this story. I could have helped that one old couple and it would have made a 

difference to that couple even though I would not be able to help every one of them.  

This book teaches us to celebrate relationships, have a positive attitude, show respect, kindness, 

and gratitude, and many more such values in life. Reading just a few stories from this book has 

changed my way of looking at life, and I am sure it would do the same to you all too.  

As J. K. Rowling rightly said “I do believe something magical can happen when you read a good 

book”. Yes indeed something magical will happen when we read a good book like “Chicken Soup 

for the Soul”. 

Thank You 

 

       Lenisha Sequeira (VIII A) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   
 

 



 

 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

                                                      -Jane Austen 

 

“I could easily forgive his pride, if he had not mortified mine”. These brilliant words are from the 

book ‘Pride and Prejudice’ written by the one and only ‘Jane Austen’. The book’s protagonist 

‘Elizabeth Bennet’ is a young,  witty and a beautiful woman living with her father , mother and four 

sisters , Mary , Jane , Kitty and Lydia when she meets an unfriendly , aloof and unapproachable 

man named ‘Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy. This book portrays the classic trope of enemies to lovers. It is a 

romantic, delicate and a beautiful novel set in the Georgian era between 1797. It shows Elizabeth 

bennet’s prejudice and Mr. Darcy’s pride and then slowly understanding their misunderstood love 

for each other. It is one of the classics in literature, and my favorite because with sarcasm, 

comedy and feminism it brings us a beautiful love story to which the readers are strung along. 

‘Pride and prejudice ‘will always have a special place in my heart. The reason why I love books so 

much is that they help me escape reality. They help me escape from knowing that my life may not 

turn out the way I want it to. Whenever I read books l enter my little safe bubble where anything 

and everything is possible. Books keep me safe and l live out my dreams through books. “Pen is 

mightier than a sword” and through than pen Jane Austen has poured her heart out which has 

given us pride and prejudice. It’s brilliant what words can do they can break someone so painfully 

yet mend someone so carefully. Her words have made me feel joy, grief, regret and so much 

more. Reading pride and prejudice has been sheer paradise. And I guarantee you will not regret 

picking up this book it will give you nothing but pure satisfaction. And finally I have it this book has 

bewitched my body and soul and I so ardently love this brilliant masterpiece.  

 

Thank you. 

 

       Vaishakhi Nair (VIII A) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



HARRY POTTER 

 J .K Rowling 

The novel Harry Potter and the Philosophers stone was the first book from a seven-book 

series. Harry Potter was written by J.K Rowling. J.K Rowling needs no introduction She is of 

course the author of the famous Harry Potter series. She conceived the idea of the Harry Potter 

series while travelling on a delayed train from Manchester to London King’s Cross. The Main 

characters of this book are Harry Potter on Weasley and Hermione Granger. This story is about a 

11-year-old boy Harry Potter who was an orphan brought up by his uncle and aunt because his 

parent died when he was a baby. Harry is unloved by his uncle and aunt but everything changes 

when he is invited to join Hogwarts school of Wizardry and Witchcraft and finds out he is a wizard. 

At Hogwarts Harry realizes he’s special and starts his    with his new friend’s Ron and Hermione, 

they attempt to unravel the Mysteries of the Philosophers stone. The Harry Potter universe is 

known for its fantastic mysteries reading those books was like travelling down an endless dungeon 

with new twists and shadows around every corner. However, at the end of the deathly Hallows 

most of these mysteries were answered.  My personal favorite character from this book is Harry 

Potter. I like this character because he taught us that we must never give up. He destroyed the 

Horcrux within himself and then came back from the death to kill lord Voldemort he showed us that 

you can push through even the hardest times so bounce back and succeed Apart from this there is 

a very inspirational line which as touched my heart the line goes as IT DOES NOT DO TO DWELL 

ON DREAMS AND FORGET TO LIVE -ALBUS DUMBLEDORE.  This line teaches us that while 

fulfilling our dreams we must not forget to live. This book is for the audience who likes Drama, 

Thriller, Mystery, FANTASY, Horror and Romance. This book is one of my favorite book as I can 

read this book over and over again from the very beginning until the end J.K Rowling has me 

gripped there’s never a dull moment in this book whether its battling with trolls, a three headed dog 

or while Harry facing lord Voldemort. I will highly recommend this book because it keeps the 

reader wanting to read more and more. By the end of the book, you love the characters so much 

that you be glued to the book. The second book in the series Harry Potter and the chambers of 

secret is just as great. If you haven’t read any of the Harry Potter Books you are missing the best 

series.  

Thank You. 

 

       Ashlyn Gurson. (VII C) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

  



Out of my Mind 
-Sharon Draper 

 
Today's book talk is going to be on the book 'Out of my Mind' written by 
Sharon Draper. The book 'Out of my Mind' is a novel about a young girl's 
journey to overcome a disability. The book's genre is realistic fiction and it is a 
heart touching and a wondrous book from a perspective. Sharon Draper wrote 
Out of my Mind based on her experiences raising a disabled child. It is about 
an 11 year old girl Melody Brooks, who has cerebral palsy and cannot speak or 
move around without a wheelchair. This book provides an intimate look into 
the lives of people with physical disabilities. Melody is a 11 year old girl who is 
super brilliant. She takes all the information around her & understands 
everything that's going on. Her brain is typically developing but her body isn’t 
she is unable to speak, so nobody around her knows that she is smart and her 
perspective on things. So this book is about what happens next when she gets 
new assistive technology that allows her to start communicating with people 
around her. Then she goes to school, makes new friends and participates in all 
sorts of activities. At the end melody thinks that she is not different from 
others & she is one from all. This book teaches about the power the language 
to forge mutual understanding and shape personal identity. So if you are 
interested in how Melody overcomes her disability or challenge for her life 
then this is the book which is simply perfect and makes you want to read it 
over again and again. 
 
 
Thank you. 

 

Dikshita Patil (IX A)         


