
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Celebrating 200  
Years at Nazareth 

 

June 11, 2022 

 



WELCOME:   
(SANGEETA AYITHAMATTAM, SCN) 

 _______________________________________________  

Welcome everyone to this celebration of 200 

years of SCN presence at Nazareth.  Our 

community began when two young women went 

to “old” St. Thomas in December of 1812.  The 

number grew to three with the arrival of Catherine 

Spalding in January 

of 1813.  When the 

community grew to 

six members, the 

group was allowed 

to select a leader, 

which they did in the person Catherine, the 

youngest among them.  This picture portrays the 

moment just before they went into the bishop’s 

house to cast their vote.  After ten years the 

community had grown to over thirty Sisters.  Life 

was hard, but good, as the Sisters ministered to 

those who lived at “old” St. Thomas and taught 

the children, including some who boarded with 

them.  But as we know from experience, life has a 

way of changing on us when we least expect it. 



 READING 1 – THE MOVE 
 _______________________________________________   
 
(MICHELLE GRGURICH, SCN) 

Mother Catherine learned that the Sisters could 

never own the land at St. Thomas. The 

community Annals tersely record that “the blow 

fell upon…Catherine as the most dire calamity 

she had ever known.”  To survive as a community 

and to expand in mission, the Sisters would have 

to find a new location on land they could own.  

They would have to leave behind all that their ten 

years of sacrifices had built up, including a brick 

school building.  Yet, their trust was in 

Providence.   

(JOAN ROBISHAW, SCN)   

When a wealthy woman, who would become 

Sister Scholastica, joined the community, the 

Sisters were able to buy a farm from a 

Presbyterian minister.  So, in early spring of 1822, 

a few Sisters, two orphans, and two enslaved 

persons moved from the old Nazareth at 

St. Thomas to the new Nazareth where we are 



today.  They came to prepare the house and 

small cabins on the property for the arrival of the 

rest of the group and to plant a garden. On this 

day, June 11, 1822, 200 years ago, with Mother 

Agnes, Catherine led the entire community of 

Sisters and boarders, more than thirty in all, in 

procession to the new Nazareth.  It would be 

some time before Catherine would recognize the 

loss as a “special blessing of Providence.”     

 

 

SONG:  “Holy Ground”  

               by Christopher Beatty 

 _______________________________________________  

This is holy ground.  We’re standing on holy 

ground. 

For our God is present and where God is, is holy. 

This is holy ground.  We’re standing on holy 

ground. 

For our God is present and where God is, is holy. 



PRAYER:   
 ________________________________________________  

(AMINA BEJOS, SCN) 

Today we remember and give thanks for the 

foresight and courage of our early Sisters.  We 

thank God and them for the beauty, grace and 

comfort of this “holy ground” we call home.  As we 

remember their trust in Providence and 

willingness to risk, we pray that we too might have 

the visionary agility to move along the path where 

God’s light shines.  

Ever faithful God, you alone are our hope; we 

place our trust in you.  Because of your 

faithfulness, our early Sisters were able to 

continue to respond to the needs of their time.  As 

daughters of Catherine, we too desire to meet the 

needs of our time.  Help us to trust in Providence 

and have the courage to act.  Help us to have the 

visionary agility we need to respond to a dream 

for a different world, one without injustice, without 

discrimination, without hunger, without mass 

shootings and war.  May we, like our early 

Sisters, have the courage to leave the door open 



for the Spirit who will move us to begin again and 

strive to make all things new. In Jesus name, we 

pray.  Amen 

(CAMILLE PANICH, SCN) 

As we strive to place our trust in Providence and 

have the courage to act, let us remember the 

attitude of heart we need as we respond to the 

following Beatitudes:   

 

“BEATITUDE PEOPLE”   (cf. Mt. 5:1-12)   

by Macrina Wiederkehr, OSB  

Blessed are those who know their need of God, 

whose lives are emptied of all that doesn’t matter, 

those for whom the riches of this world just aren’t 

that important. 

RESPONSE:  The kin-dom of heaven is theirs.      

 

(JACKULIN JESU, SCN) 

Blessed are those of a gentle spirit, who know 

that all they are is a gift from God, and so they are 

content with their greatness and their smallness. 

RESPONSE:  For they shall have the earth for 

their heritage.     



(Elaine Adams, SCNA) 

Blessed are those who wear compassion like a 

garment, those who have learned how to find 

themselves by losing themselves in another’s 

sorrow. 

RESPONSE:  For they too shall receive comfort.       

      

(CAMILLE PANICH, SCN) 

Blessed are those who are hungry for goodness, 

those who never get enough of God and truth 

and righteousness. 

RESPONSE:  For they shall be content.       

 

(JACKULIN JESU, SCN) 

Blessed are the merciful, those who remember 

how much has been forgiven them, and are able 

to extend this forgiveness into the lives of 

others. 

RESPONSE:  For they too shall receive God’s 

mercy.       

 

 

 

 



(Elaine Adams, SCNA) 

Blessed are those whose hearts are free and 

simple, those who have smashed all false 

images and are seeking honestly for truth. 

RESPONSE:  For they shall see God.       

  

(CAMILLE PANICH, SCN) 

Blessed are the creators of peace, those who 

build roads that unite rather than walls that 

divide, those who bless the world with the 

healing power of their presence. 

RESPONSE:  For they shall be called children of 

God.       

      

(JACKULIN JESU, SCN) 

Blessed are those whose love has been tried, 

like gold, in the furnace and found to be 

precious, genuine and lasting, those who have 

lived their belief out loud, no matter what the 

cost or pain. 

RESPONSE:  For theirs is the kin-dom of 

heaven.   

 

 

 



SONG:  “Listen”  

           by Monica Brown 

 ______________________________________  

 

Listen, the voice of your God is calling. (2X) 

Listen with the ear of your heart, 

The voice of your God is calling. 

 
 

PRAYER:   
 ________________________________________________  
 
(Elaine Adams, SCNA) 

 
As Sisters of Charity of Nazareth and Associates, 

may we truly listen to the voice of our God and 

respond with the heart of Beatitude people.      

      Amen 

 
 

BLESSING THE LAND  
 ________________________________________________  
 
(THERESA KNABEL, SCN) 

In 1995, we realized that our mission went 

beyond working for social justice to include “and 

to care for the earth” (SCN Mission Statement). In 

2014, we said, “We SCNs and Associates believe 



that the earth is an integral part of our mission. 

We reverence the sacredness and 

interconnectedness of all creation and commit 

ourselves to a sustainable relationship with the 

earth” (SCN Land and Buildings Guiding Values 

and Principles for Decision Making). Let us take a 

moment and reverence the land and the buildings 

that have been here at Nazareth. 

 
(PASCAL MARIA FERNICOLA, SCN) 

The Annunciation Grotto marks the first home of 

the Sisters here at Nazareth and the chapel that 

had been a parlor.  Let us raise our hands in a 

moment of blessing over the place our Sisters 

lived and prayed.  

 
(KELLY O’MAHONY, SCN) 

The plaque on the outside of the Kitchen marks 

the place of the original church at Nazareth.  Let 

us raise our hands in a moment of quiet blessing 

over that piece of land that has already been 

blessed by the prayers of the Sisters that went 

before us. 

 
 



(BARBARA JOSEPH LAMMERS, SCN) 

Those who were enslaved at Nazareth helped to 

construct the original buildings here at Nazareth, 

which includes O’Connell Hall.  Let us raise our 

hands in a moment of quiet blessing toward 

O’Connell Hall, and remember their years of 

service and how well the buildings have enabled 

us to be in mission.   

 
(BARBARA FLORES, SCN) 

The bodies and ashes of our Sisters, as well as 

those enslaved persons who helped to build up 

Nazareth and its mission, now lie in our cemetery.  

Let us raise our hands in blessing over the land 

that embraces them all. 

 
(ADELINE FEHRIBACH, SCN) 

Let us take a moment and think about which part 

of Nazareth most speaks to our heart. (Pause) 

Now please turn to one person near you and 

share which part of Nazareth most speaks to your 

heart and why that part of Nazareth is important 

to you.  

(PAUSE FOR SHARING)  



CONCLUSION:  
 _______________________________________________  
 
(SANGEETA AYITHAMATTAM, SCN) 
 
As we conclude our prayerful appreciation of this 

land we call Nazareth and call to mind all the 

ways we have been in mission from this place, we 

also remember to tread lightly on the earth, 

knowing that we called ourselves in our 2018 

General Assembly to intensify efforts across the 

Congregation to address the destruction of 

natural resources and the ecological and 

environmental crisis.  May we, with all of creation, 

embrace the three principles of Diversity, 

Interiority and Communion so that earth, our 

common home, might continue to nourish all life 

that depends on her.  May God bless us with the 

ability to build on the past, by letting go when 

necessary.  May we embrace the present as a 

blessing from God as we live in faith for what will 

be, knowing that God’s light will show us the way.   

 

We now close with the song, “Holy Ground,” 

remembering that all the earth is Holy. 



 

SONG:  “Holy Ground”  

               by Christopher Beatty 

 ________________________________________________  

This is holy ground. We’re standing on holy 

ground. 

For our God is present and where God is, is holy. 

This is holy ground.  We’re standing on holy 

ground. 

For our God is present, and where God is, is holy. 

 

 

 

 

 


